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Butterfly Lab:
Purpose: Raise 3 to 5 Painted Lady butterflies while learning all about metamorphosis. See the caterpillars' transition as they mature, change into chrysalides, and finally emerge as Painted Lady butterflies! The butterflies' development takes approximately three weeks, and they're absolutely safe to release into the environment. Understand the different variables that make a healthy and livable environment for the butterflies (aka their “biomes”)
Materials: (will vary for the amount of students in the class) 
· pop-up habitat suitable for hanging or free-standing on a countertop,

· one cup containing 3 to 5 butterfly larvae with special food

· vial and lids

· Feeding Pipette

· Plastic Spoon

· Small Transfer Brush

· Specially formulated, ready to use, caterpillar food

Procedure:
1. Take special care in the initial setup of your caterpillars. The food and the caterpillars will have to be transferred to the vials as soon as possible, so each student can have his or her own butterfly to raise and observe. The caterpillars are very hardy, but they are sensitive to bacteria and the oils on your hands. The person responsible for transferring the caterpillars to the vials must ensure that hands and materials are clean prior to and during transfer.

2. As they grow, the caterpillars must be provided with larger quarters, such as wooden boxes with perforated zinc, or netting, sides. Place food for the caterpillars in the box with them.

3. the caterpillars will go into the chrysalis stage once they are fully grown

4. They should be watched carefully and handle the habitat with care because this is their most fragile stage.

5. Wait until the new butterfly emerges from the cocoon and release them into the wild after observing them. 

Activity during the caterpillar-butterfly process:
Write what you see:
	Week 1:
	Week 2:
	Week 3:
	Week 4:
	Week 5:

	





	
	
	
	


Draw what you see:
	Week 1:
	Week 2:
	Week 3:
	Week 4:
	Week 5:

	





	
	
	
	


Answer the post-lab Questions:
1. What was the first stage of a butterfly’s life?
2. How does it transform into the next stage as a caterpillar?
3. What happens during the transition of a caterpillar to a butterfly?
4. What things affect the caterpillar’s life?
5. Why is it good for a caterpillar to become a butterfly?
Post butterfly lab answers:
1. Egg
2. The egg hatches
3. It makes a cocoon
4. Temperature, food, shelter, predators
5. So they can fly, more protection, food, meeting other butterflies
Extra joy: color the butterflies






