Cereal Fishing Experiment
Purpose:
An easy experiment for kids that teaches kids the benefits and consequences of fishing in today’s society using cereal and eating utensils.[image: image1.jpg]



What you’ll need:
· Cereal that contains marshmallows (like Lucky Charms, or add marshmallows to cereal)

· Stopwatch

· Bowl

· “fishing rods” : forks, spoons, toothpicks

· Student worksheet to record results

· Pen or pencil

Instructions:
1. Pour cereal into a small bowl

2. Set the timer to 1 minute

3. Beginning with the spoon, you will fish for the intended catch (plain cereal) while avoiding unwanted bycatch (marshmallows). The twist is that the you can only lower the spoon down and bring it back up in one single motion. You cannot attempt to shake away unwanted marshmallows or dig for the cereals in a careful manner. Remember, you are timed!

4. Record how many cereal and by-catch were caught. Your final score is calculated as followed: (# of plain cereal) - (# of bycatch + 10)

5. With the fork, the goal is the same as it is with the spoon. You will try to fish out as many plain cereal as you possibly can in 1 minute. But with the fork, you can only fish a “digging” motion. Record data.

6. Finally with the toothpick, repeat the process with the same goal in mind in a “digging” motion. Record data.

7. At the end, eat your fishes if you desire!

Conclusion: (Answer on your Student Worksheet!)
1. Which “fishing rod” yielded the greatest total number of fish caught (by-catch + plain cereal)?

2. Which “fishing rod” yielded the least number of by-catch?

3. In your opinion, which option should we pick when deciding to fish? What the negatives and positives of this method?                                            

NAME: ________________________________  DATE: _________________
Cereal Fishing: 
Student Worksheet
DATA:
	“fishing rod” used
	# of intended catch
	# of by-catch
	Final Result

	Spoon
	 
	 
	 

	Fork
	 
	 
	 

	Toothpick
	 
	 
	 


CONCLUSION QUESTIONS:
1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cereal Fishing Experiment:
TEACHER KEY
CONCLUSION QUESTIONS: (Answers may vary depending on data.)
1) The fishing rod that would yield the greatest number of fish caught could be the spoon. This is due to the spoon’s greater surface area and a curve to hold in the cereal.
2) The toothpick would yield the lowest number of by-catch when done correctly as the toothpick can be used to thread the plain cereal through its holes.
3) One possible answer could be the toothpick because it yields the lowest number of unwanted catch. The downside to this method is that it is slow. Thus, another answer could be the spoon because although it yields a greater bycatch, the negative is offset by the number of wanted fish caught.
