City Planning Experiment
Purpose:
A simple experiment for kids city design! Through this experiment, students can have a whole picture of the city they live in.
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What you’ll need:
· Legos (labeled by the teacher)

· Huge Construction Paper with pre-drawn lines which symbolize streets

· Student worksheet to record results

· Pen or pencil

· Tape

Instructions:
1. Place LEGO pieces between the lines

2. Make sure that they fit! 

3. Tape the pieces of LEGO on to the paper

Conclusion: (Answer on your Student Worksheet!)
1. Why do you think cities have specific places?

2. Is the number of people is important to the city?

3. Why did you lay the important buildings the way you did?

NAME: ________________________________  DATE: _________________
CITY PLANNING Experiment:
Student Worksheet
OBSERVATIONS:
· How long did it take for you to make plan the layout for the city? _________ minutes

· What does it matter how we plan our cities? (for example, the shape and the way buildings are placed) _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSION QUESTIONS:
1)_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________[image: image2.jpg]
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CITY PLANNING Experiment:
TEACHER KEY
THINGS TO NOTE:
· LEGO Pieces ages 3 and up

· Warn the students not to lick, eat, etc the pieces

· To make the pieces of varying sizes, you may want to glue some Lego pieces together so they can be considered as one larger piece.

· Label each lego piece as a part of a city. For example, 3 legos glued together can become a school. Stick a label on it that says “SCHOOL.” Do this for other parts of the city. Include the following: parks (around 4 legos), hospitals (around 2 legos), banks (around 1 lego), supermarket (around 1 lego), and train station (around 6 legos).

· Draw in Lines for the Streets and duplicate before passing out (A grid is okay, or you can get creative and make the city lines triangular, circular, etc. Just make sure that the lego pieces can fit in them!)

· Help the children tape the lego pieces on to the streets

· After the experiment, you may want to ask the students: How do you think city planning affects our daily lives? Do they think that they can easily walk from one place to another? 

KEY:
OBSERVATIONS:
· Answers will vary.

· (Answers may vary.) The layout the students use for their city plans reflect their personality.

CONCLUSION QUESTIONS: (Answers may vary.)
1) The important buildings help serve a basic need in our lives. It needs to be close to where the people are due to convenience.
2) Yes the population in an area reflects the needs of the people
3) Answers will vary, but should mention how we need buildings to be close to us.
