Understanding the Reading 
Teacher’s Key

Answer these questions from the reading <Complete Sentences>: 
 
1. About how many years ago did the Dinosaurs go extinct? What 
period? 
 
About 65 million years ago in the Cretaceous Period
 
 
2. What do we call this type of extinction? 

A Mass Extinction
 
3. How many theories have scientists narrowed this extinction down 
to? 
 
3 Different Theories
 
4. What are those theories? Which one is the most common? 

The Asteroid, Ice Age, and Volcano theories
 
5. How did each of these theories affect the dinosaurs? 
 
Asteroid: Covered the Earth with a thick layer of ash, hindering animals from obtaining nutrients and plants from photosynthesizing. 

Ice Age: The Earth’s surface became too cold to support animal life and plant life. Many plants and sources of water were covered in ice. Animals were unable to obtain those sources of food and water.

Volcanoes: The volcanoes caused many dramatic changes on the Earth’s surface. These changes made it difficult for the dinosaurs to adapt. 
  
6. What other theories of extinction have scientists thought of? 
 
 Disease, Competition with other dinosaurs, and a slow and gradual extinction
 




Critical Thinking: 
Answer these questions using your own thoughts and ideas 
 
1. How do you think these environmental changes caused the extinction of many 
different species all over the world? How did the changes affect the dinosaurs? 
  
Answers may vary; answers should be close to: the changes in the environment made it difficult for animals (dinosaurs) to adapt, causing a mass extinction. These changes cause many plants and animals to go extinct. 

2. How do you think environmental change will affect our current community?

Answers may vary; answers should be close to: these changes in the environment can cause many common crops (which we eat) to die. These environmental changes can also harm the animals currently living in our environment; the area in which they live in becomes unsuitable for their living habits. 
