Exploring BIOMES!        Name_________ 
Scientists divide the world into large natural areas called biomes. Each biome is known for certain kinds of plants and animals. But what’s really important of a biome is its climate. How hot or cold is it? 
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Climate is important because it determines the types of plants and animals—the ecosystem—that can live in a biome. Polar bears can’t live in the Sahara Desert. 

Tundra
It is crazy cold in the Arctic tundra. It’s so cold that the ground is frozen most of the year. During brief summer season, plants have a chance to grow. But due to the harsh conditions and high winds, tundra plants grow very low to the ground. 

Taiga
The taiga is the world’s biggest biome. The main features of the taiga are its evergreen forests of needle-leafed trees, including pine, spruce, and hemlock. Although this biome is not as harsh as the tundra, all its plants and animals have evolved to survive the taiga’s long, snowy winters.
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Deciduous Forest
This biome is most known by its four different seasons. Deciduous forests are home to deer, wolves, hawks and owls, songbirds, and many other species. Deciduous forests change dramatically with the seasons. 

Grassland
Grasslands are covered by tall grasses and wildflowers. Summers are very hot and winters are very cold. These regions suffer from droughts, periods without rain, as well as regular wildfires. The wildfires are set off by lightning strikes in the dry grasses. The fires prevent trees from growing. 
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Desert
The desert is the driest biome. Desert plants have evolved ways to save water. To conserve water, desert plants have very tiny leaves or no leaves at all. Desert animals also have to deal with high temperatures and minimal water supplies. Typically, they are nocturnal, hiding out in burrows during the day to beat the heat. 
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Tropical Rain Forest
The all year round hot, wet climate supports a jungle of plants and wildlife. The rain forest has more species than any other biome. Trees in the rain forest grow really tall, and each tree may be home to hundreds of different animals. Rain forest habitats continue to be cut down for their wood products and to create land for farming. Every year about the size of New Jersey of rain forest is cut down for that reason.
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