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Magnetic Slime Lab
Objective: To understand how to make an object magnetic.
Materials:
·        Liquid starch
·        Elmer’s glue
·        Iron Oxide powder
·        Disposable bowls for mixing it up
·        A neodymium (rare earth) magnet
·        Gloves
Procedure:
1.       Pour 1/4 cup of liquid starch into a bowl.  Add 2 Tablespoons of iron powder and stir.
2.     Add 1/4 cup white school glue and mix.  It will look like a huge mess that isn’t going to turn into anything, but keep stirring! 
3.     Take the slime out of the bowl and mix with your hands.  Squish and squish until it’s well mixed.   There will be some liquid left in the bowl that isn’t part of the slime, and that’s fine.   
4.     Pat the slime dry with a paper towel to get rid of any extra liquid.  The finished slime won’t make your hands black, but the extra liquid will.  Once the slime is “dry,” it’s ready to play with!
Questions:
1. Why do you need the Iron to make it magnetic?

2. Describe the slime. How does it look using the magnets?

3. What did you learn from this experiment?

4. Did your slime turn out well? Why or why not?

Answers:
1. Iron is the component in magnets which is able to create the “force” that binds magnets together. If there were no iron present, the slime would not be capable of being magnetic in the first place.

2. The slime is dark in color and very squishy. It turns long and stringy when the magnet is attracting it to different directions. Answers may vary depending on success of the experiment.

3. Answers may vary.

4. Answers will vary. Possible reasons for failure would be inability to follow procedure thoroughly and correctly, using the wrong amount of material, or simply messing around during the lab which would have caused unexpected changes due to lack of concentration. 
