Slime Lab

Our bodies defend themselves in many different ways to prevent us from getting sick. One way our noses keep allergens like pollen, spores, and dust out of our lungs is with a sticky, slimy substance called mucus. When you breathe air in through your nose, allergens like pollen and dust get stuck in the mucus and become trapped. In this

activity, you will make a slimy substance very similar to mucus, and sprinkle it with glitter to imitate the way that allergens are trapped.

Materials

·  Measuring spoons (1/2 teaspoon 

· and teaspoon)

·  Zip-closing bag (snack size)

·  Water

·  Clear gel glue

·  Food coloring

·  Measuring cup (1/4 cup)

·  Marking pen

·  Disposable plastic cup (3 oz.)

·  Disposable plastic spoon

·  Borax

·  Glitter

·  Metric ruler

NOTE: It is possible to eliminate the potential for a glitter spill by purchasing clear gel glue with glitter already in it. Using squeeze bottles of food coloring reduces the potential for a mess.

PROCEDURE:
Making Slime

1. Pour 2 teaspoons of water and 1 teaspoon of clear gel glue into

a zip-closing bag. 

2. Seal the bag completely. Squeeze the bag between your fingers until the contents are thoroughly mixed.

3. Open the bag and add two drops of food coloring.

4. Repeat step 2.

5. Use the marking pen to label the cup “borax solution”.

6. Pour 1/4 cup of water into the plastic cup.

7. Make a borax solution by adding 1/2 teaspoon of borax to the water in the cup and stirring with the plastic spoon until most of the borax dissolves.

8. Open the zip-closing bag and add 1 teaspoon of the borax solution to the glue mixture.

9. Repeat step 2.

10. Open the bag and remove the slime. How does it feel? Roll the slime into a ball and measure the distance in centimeters (or inches) from one side of the ball to the other (width). Write your answers in the “What Did You Observe?” section.

11. Stretch your ball of slime as far as you can and measure its length in centimeters (or inches). Write your answer in the “What Did You Observe?” section.

Refer to the original website for additional information and safety guideline:

http://www.acs.org/content/dam/acsorg/education/whatischemistry/scienceforkids/yourbody/healthwellness/glitter-slime.pdf
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