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Static Electricity
What is static electricity? Well, it is a build-up of an electrical charge. “Static” shows how the charge remains in one area for a long time. 

We see static electricity every day! Have you ever rubbed your feet against carpet, then zapped something you touched? Your feet made static electricity by building up a charge. There are positive and negative charges. Rubbing items quickly, like when you rub a balloon fast over something, will build up a large charge. Items with different charges (positive with negative) will attract, while items with similar charges (positive with positive) will push away from each other. Sort of like a magnet!
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Have you ever wondered how ink gets on paper from a printer? Well, static electricity attracts the ink to the paper. The most dangerous example of static electricity is lightning. Did you know that even though lightning is super dangerous, 70% of people who are struck by lightning live? How cool is that? 
Static Electricity Reading Questions
1. What is static electricity?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Circle the most dangerous example of static electricity:

A. Thunder
B. Balloons



C. Lightning
D. Paper

3. Write either ATTRACTS or PUSHES AWAY for each charge:

Positive with Positive: ____________________________________

Negative with Positive: ___________________________________

Negative with Negative: __________________________________

4. How is a magnet similar to static electricity?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

