Friction Vocabulary List

(Not all of the terms are necessary for introduction but it is helpful to mention them in order to provide a better understanding for kids.)

Friction: the force opposing motion due to surfaces rubbing against each other.

Sliding Friction (or just friction): occurs when a solid surface slides over another.

Rolling Friction: occurs when an object rolls over a surface.

Fluid Friction: occurs when an object moves through a fluid.

Gravity: force that pulls objects towards each other.

Weight: the force of gravity on an object at the surface of a planet.

Air Resistance: occurs when an object falls or goes through air.

Free Fall: the motion of a falling object when the only force action on it is gravity.

