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Week 4: Water Distribution Lab 
Water Distribution Lab
Background: Humans use freshwater everyday to live, but there is a limited supply on Earth. About 97% of Earth’s water is saltwater and cannot be used by humans. Only 3% of the world’s water can be used by humans everyday and we are running out of time and ideas to find more freshwater.
Objective: To show the distribution of water on Earth and get a better understanding of it.
Materials: 2 1000 mL beakers, 1 50 mL graduated cylinder, 1 10 mL graduated cylinder, 4 small beakers (can fit at least 30 mL), 1 medicine dropper.
	Earth’s total supply of water
	Freshwater supply

	Saltwater (972mL) (97%)
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	Glaciers and Icecaps (23mL)
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	1000 mL total water on Earth
	Groundwater (4mL)

	
	Surface Water (.7mL)

	
	Water in air and soil (.3mL)

	
	28 mL total freshwater (3%)
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Procedure:
1. Fill up one of the 1000 ml beakers with water from the sink.

2. Use a graduated cylinder to pour 28 mL of the total water into the second 1000 mL beaker.

3. Split the 28 mL of “freshwater” into the three smaller beakers. 23 mL for the glaciers beaker, 4 mL for the ground water beaker, .7mL for surface water, and .3 mL for the water in the air and soil.

4. Observe all the different beakers and their size.

