STUDENT COPY:
Understanding Global Water Distribution  Worksheet for students 
Name: _______________________________ 
Materials 
1000 ml soda bottles filled with 1000 ml of freshwater for each group 
50 to 100 mL graduated cylinder 
red, blue, and green food coloring 
eye dropper 
4 plastic cups 
Procedure 
1. From the 1000 ml liter soda bottle, measure 25.3 mL of water with the graduated cylinder. 
2. Pour it into the 1st
plastic cup 
3. Add blue food coloring 
4. To the remaining water in the soda bottle, add red food coloring. 
5. Divide the 25.3 mL of blue water as follows: 
Measure 17.4 mL and pour it into the 2nd
plastic cup 
From the remaining water (approximately 7.9 ml), put 100 drops of water into the 3rd
cup 
(~0.3 ml) 
From the remaining water (approximately 7.6 ml) put 10 drop for the water into the 4th
cup 
(~0.02 ml) 
Observations/Data
Describe the different water cups. 
Conclusions 
Which cup/bottle represents each of the following sources of water: 
Oceans and other Saline water  
Ice Caps & Glaciers  
Groundwater  
Surface water  
Atmosphere & Soil  
What is the percent distribution for of each of the following sources of water: 
Oceans and other Saline water  
Ice Caps & Glaciers  
Groundwater  
Surface water  
Atmosphere & Soil  
