Week 3 Vocabulary: Fossils
Fossils: the bones or activities of an animal that has been buried for millions-billions of years under layers of soil/dirt
Fossil Record: the total number of fossils that a researcher has discovered and collected
Mass Extinction: when whole populations of organisms die all at once by an external factor
Paleontology: the study of fossilized plants and animals
Soil composition: the percentage of mineral particles that make up soil (percent sand, loam, silt, and/or clay)
Deposition: the process in which sediments, soil, and/or rock is added onto a layer of sediment by wind or water transportation. The sediment layers continue to build up over time.   
Species: group of similar organisms that are capable of exchanging DNA
