Week One Vocabulary (Ocean Waves)
Frequency (Hz) - The number of complete waves, or complete cycles, per unit of time
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Speed of a Wave - frequency x wavelength
Compression - When particles are squeezed together
Rarefaction - When particles are spread apart
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Transverse wave - A wave in which the motion of the medium is at right angles to the direction of the wave
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Longitudinal Wave - A wave that consists of a series of compressions and rarefactions and the motion of the medium is parallel to the direction of the wave
Surface Wave - Wave that consists of a combination of transverse and longitudinal waves and occurs at the surface between two different mediums
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Reflection - The bouncing back of a wave after it strikes a boundary that does not absorb all the wave's energy
Refraction - The bending of waves due to a change in speed
Diffraction - The bending of waves around the edge of an obstacle
