Absorb or Reflect Lab
What You Need:
· 2 clear bowls
· 1 sheet of black construction paper
· 1 sheet of white construction paper
· 2 ice cubes
· A sunny spot outside
What You Do:
1. Place the sheets of black and white paper on a sidewalk in the sun. (The papers should not be touching each other).
2. Set a pie plate on top of each sheet of paper and put an ice cube in the middle of each pie plate.
3. After 5 minutes, check on the ice cubes to see which one has melted the most.
4. If they haven't melted much, check again in 5 more minutes. Keep checking until the ice in one of the pie plates has completely melted. 
Observations:















What Happened:

First you need to know that rays of light from the sun also bring heat that's why it gets hot on a sunny summer day, why the paper and the plates felt warm after being in the sun, and why the ice melted! Light and heat from the sun are called solar energy. Here's why the piece of ice in the black plate melted first: Ice melts when it gets warmer than freezing. White reflects light and heat. Black absorbs or soaks up light. It absorbed most of the sun's rays that hit it, making it get hotter faster. 
Both ice cubes probably would have finished melting at about the same time without the black or white paper, though. The black paper absorbed even more of the sun's energy (light and heat) making the ice melt faster. 
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