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“Attract or Repel?” Activity

What You Need to Know: 
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All magnets have two poles: a north pole and a south pole. Only opposite poles attract each other, and two of the same poles repel each other. In this activity, we will be testing the attraction and repulsion of magnets. 

Materials: 
-magnets with specific poles labeled 

-magnets with no labeled poles 

Procedure:
1) Take the two magnets that have labels “north and south” poles and see which way the magnets stick together. 

2) Describe what you see and what is happening in the observations section.

3) Next, take the magnets with no labels and determine which sides attract or repel each other. 

4) After you have done this, answer the lab questions below. 

OBSERVATIONS:

The magnets with the labels attract on opposite poles. The north end of one magnet stuck to the south end of the other magnet, and when we tested touching the south poles together, it did not stick together (it’s also the same with the north poles). 
LAB QUESTIONS: 

1) Why did the two magnets in the beginning stick together? Think about using some words such as force, north pole, south pole, repel, attract, push, and/or pull. 

Since the north pole and the south pole are opposite poles, they attract each other. The push from both of the poles creates the magnetic force. 

2) Which poles attracted each other and which poles didn’t? Why? 

The north pole attracts to the south pole because they are opposite poles whereas the north-north poles and south-south poles repelled because they are the same poles. 
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Draw a picture of what you saw during the activity with labels and descriptions. 

Pictures will vary.

4)  Underneath the types of poles, write whether it would attract or repel each other. 
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