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Attraction or Repulsion
We live on a planet that acts like a gigantic magnet. But, how does Earth and other magnets really work? How do they stick to one another?

First, all magnets have two poles: a north pole and a south pole. At these poles, the magnet is the strongest. When a magnet is put next to another object, such as a paper clip, the magnet’s north pole will attract to the paper clip’s south pole, and the magnet’s south pole will attract the paper clip’s north pole. 

This happens because opposite poles attract each other. Remember that “attract” means to stick or pull towards each other. Things with the same poles do not attract each other, but instead, repels each other. Repel means to push away from each other. The attraction between two opposite poles is called magnetism. 
Magnets have places inside them that acts like a force to interact with other objects called magnetic fields. Earth’s magnetic field is called the magnetosphere. When the force is weak, the magnetic fields of magnets spread out. 
Compasses are magnets too! The tiny needle inside is actually a magnet. This magnet always points to the Earth’s North Pole. Remember that opposite poles attract, so if the compass was pointing north, you are standing near the south pole of the Earth. 
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Attraction or Repulsion Reading Questions
Circle or answer the questions below. Refer back to the story if needed. 

1. What does magnetism mean? 

2. Circle all the choices that would show interactions of attraction. 

A. North-North. 
B. North-South.
 C. South-South. 
 D. South-North. 

3. The word repel means 

A. dislike. 
B. push away. 
C. attract. 
D. pull. 
E. break apart. 
4. Earth’s magnetic field is called 

A. Magnetosphere. 
B. Magicsphere. 
C. Magnetearth. 
D. Earthnet. 

5. Draw a picture of how a magnet would react when it is next to a paper clip. Make sure to include labels of north and south poles. 


6. Would you like it if coins were attracted to magnets? Explain. 
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