Earthquakes Vocabulary
1. Earthquake - a sudden and violent shaking of Earth, caused by movements within the crust or volcanism

2. Aftershock - lesser shock after the main shock of an earthquake.

3. Epicenter - the point directly above the focus or source of the earthquake

4. Magnitude - the amount of energy released from the earthquake. The size of the seismic waves at the epicenter, which can be determined by the size of the wavy lines on the seismogram

5. Richter scale - a rating of an earthquake's magnitude based on the size of the earthquake's seismic waves

6. Liquefaction - occurs when an earthquake's violent shaking turns loose, soft soil into liquid mud

7. Mercalli scale - a scale that rates earthquakes according to the level of damage at a given place

8. Seismology - scientific study of earthquakes and the movement of seismic waves

9. Seismic Waves - vibrations that move through the earth in a way similar to waves moving in water. They can travel through solids and liquids

10. Seismic Activity - the type, frequency, and size of earthquakes that happen over a period of time in a certain area

11. Seismograph - the instrument used to detect and record earthquakes.

12. Tsunami - a massive sea wave brought on by an undersea volcanic eruption or seaquake (Earthquake that happens in sea)

13. Surge - an intense wavelike movement

