Making your own fossil

By Anne E. Flynn
Learning Goals

This activity is to show, in a concrete way, the different ways fossils can be formed. Students will discover the unique qualities of both a "cast" and a "mold" fossil. They will learn two ways of making fossils. A mold fossil, the clay imprint, takes the shape of the natural object. The cast fossil is a reproduction of the natural object. These will also be key vocabulary words built into this lesson: fossil, model, cast, mold, imprint, reproduction (copy), and formation.
Along with these basic concepts and vocabulary, students will be asked guided, critical thinking skill questions and will be learn to interpret different visual models. Further investigation will occur when students are asked to discuss the differences and similarities of fossil models when compared to real fossils.

MATERIALS:
-Seashell (or other 'once-living,' natural material such as leaves, twigs, flower, etc.)
-Small plastic bowl
-Petroleum jelly
-White glue (not glue stick)
-Modeling clay

PROCEDURE:

1. Coat outside of object with layer of petroleum jelly

2. Press the object into the clay to make a model
3. Remove object carefully from clay
4. Place the clay with the object's shape into the plastic bowl.
5. Slowly pour/drizzle white glue into the imprint. Fill it completely. This will also make a model of a fossil.
6. Let the glue harden (at minimum) overnight. When hardened, carefully separate the formed glue from the clay.
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