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“Magnet or Not?” Activity
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What you need to know: 
Magnets are made of metal. Magnets like to stick to things, but they don’t stick to just anything. They only stick to other metal objects that contain iron, cobalt, or nickel. 

Materials: 
-Magnet 
-Pen 



-Slinky 
-Paper clip 


-Pencil
-Soda can
-Paper 
-Plastic bag 


-Coins 
-Water bottle 
Procedures: 
1) Look at the objects on the lab table.

2) Circle the words on your page that you think are magnetic. 
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3) Draw a square around the objects you think that are NOT magnetic. 
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4) Now, take the magnet on your table and go to the lab table to test out your guesses. 

Questions:
1) What do the objects that stick to magnets contain?
Objects that stick to magnets contain iron, cobalt, or nickel.
2) How many of the items from the list are magnetic?

From the list, five are magnetic. 
3) Name one object not on this list that is magnetic.

Answers will vary. Examples of objects that are NOT on the list are: spoon, hammer, wrench, etc.
4) Name one object not on this list that is not magnetic.

Answers will vary. Examples of objects that are NOT magnetic include: dog, burger, wooden table, etc. 
5) What is one use that a magnet has in your life? (Hint: think about what you wear, how you travel, etc.) 

Answers will vary. Examples include: magnetic levitation for transportation, magnetic buttons on shirts, etc. 
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