MATTER AND ENERGY
Reading Passage Answer Key
1. C
2. B
3. D
4. A
5. C
6. D
7. A
8. A decomposer is a living thing that gets its nutrients from other organisms or the 
waste matter of other organisms. 
9. Decomposers eat dead animals, like bacteria feeding on a deer. They also support 
plant life by breaking down animals, which makes the soil rich in nutrients. 
10. Students may agree or disagree, provided that they support their answers with 
evidence from the passage. Those agreeing may point out that organisms in an ecosystem are dependent on one another. Plants need bacteria to enrich the soil by breaking down dead animals. Animals need plants to eat. Bacteria, in turn, need organisms like plants and animals to feed on. Students may also disagree, pointing out that an ecosystem could survive without certain organisms but not without others. For example, an ecosystem might be able to survive the loss of one type of consumer (such as humans) as long as there are other consumers to keep the cycle of life going. 
Source: http://www.readworks.org/sites/default/files/passages/1000_the_ecosystem_of_the_forest_0.pdf 
