What can fossils tell us?
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Fossil can tell many things, like how species evolve, how they lived, and what the environment was like. Fossils can help us identify the type of organism it was and much more! We could most likely be about to tell what kind of organism it was by looking at its structure, size, and the location the fossil was found at. We can help tell what kind of organism it was by looking at its vestigial body structure, which is when we don’t need that part of our body anymore so it becomes of no use. An example of this is humans tail bones. We could tell that we use to have a tail, however because of evolution we didn’t find a need for it anymore. Fossils help tell us when we started not needing that tail and we could tell that with a fossil record which is a collection of fossils. 
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Another way to tell if an organism evolved from something is if they have a homologous body structure. This is when an organism has the same structure but that structure doesn’t have to have the same function. An example of this is a bat’s wing and a human hand. They have the same amount of bones just different length of the bones. This could help us determine what type of organism it was either it was a mammal, reptile, or marine animal.

Dinosaurs are probably the most famous fossil out there and we can tell that the fossils are dinosaurs because of the structure. We see them so often that we tend to recognize a dinosaur when we see it.   [image: image2.jpg]


                           
