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Week 1 (Life Cycles)
1. life cycle - the stages of growth of a living thing’s life
2. reproduction - how two organisms make more of their kind
3. environment - factors that make up an area, like land, water, and air
4. growth - continual development
5. nutrients - energy obtained from food
6. mammals - animals with fur or hair whose babies are born alive (vs. eggs and seeds)
7. producers - AKA plants, because they make their own food
8. insects - animal with six legs and three parts for their body

Week 2 (Life Cycles Continued)
1. seed - something small from a plant from which another plant can grow
2. root - part of plant that takes in water so that plant can use the water to grow
3. stem - part of plant that supports it
4. diet - what foods an organism eats
5. germinate - when the right conditions allow a seed to develop
6. pollinate - to transfer pollen between plants
7. egg - round/oval mass from which young animals hatch
8. larva - stage of life cycle where insects look like a worm
9. pupa - stage of life cycle where some insects are in middle of becoming an adult
10. chrysalis - stage of life cycle where some insects develop a tough case from which they will emerge an adult after some time
11. metamorphosis- stages in development as some animals go from their immature form into adulthood

Week 3 (Inheritance)
1. inheritance - process of passing genes from parents to offspring
2. traits - inherited characteristics in appearance, activity, or behavior
3. offspring - the young of a living thing
4. behavior - the way an organism reacts to its environment
5. nocturnal - active at night
6. diurnal - active during the day 
7. omnivore - an animal that eats both plants and animals 
8. herbivore - an animal that only eats plants
9. carnivore - an animal that only eats animals
10. amphibian - animal that lives both in and outside of the water

Week 4 (Environment)
1. stunted growth - reduced rate of development due to lack of resources
2. habitat - place where an animal or plant naturally lives and grows
3. climate change - long-term significant change in the weather of an area
4. weather - general pattern of the atmosphere (humid, dry, etc.)
5. resources - things found in nature that are necessary for organisms to survive (food, water, shelter)
6. domesticated - a plant or animal that has been trained to be used to life with humans
7. wild - animal that lives in its natural habitat and usually without the help of humans
8. niche - the behavior of a species living under specific environmental conditions.

Week 5 (Natural Selection)
1. natural selection - “survival of the fittest” by Charles Darwin, or that those who have the best traits for an area survive longer in that area
2. camouflage - defense mechanism where organisms blend in with their environment
3. predators - animal that feeds on another animals for food
4. prey - animal caught for food
5. adaptation - to adjust to changing conditions
6. survival - the ability to continue living in harsh conditions
7. competition - two or more species fighting over the same resource, usually ending up with one winner
8. extinction - when a species of animals die out worldwide because they can’t adapt well to the changing environment
9. extirpation - when a species of animals die out in a certain region/place because they can’t adapt well to the changing environment
10. mimicry - resemblance of one organism to another or to natural objects among which it lives that secures it a selective advantage (as protection from predation)

